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ſent 2 DSi he * 2 
. exterior... Diſpoſition -. of Rady = 
8 is not alwa the faithful In- + 
3 terpreter of the . * * 
no cult attar to conceal. .prophane = 
| Inclinations, under the Garb and Wed =. 
Mi 5 m of religious Appearances. Noting _ 
9 aa 8. a . as Perſons in 1 
aſquera more,--0r.. leſs 6 
ho — pi tratagem, it: ſuits FN 
Dape O. well as thoſe who ſeem to renounce 
the World, yet, under a penitential Habit, 
— the Love of Pleaſures, which they 
os voluntarily declared themſelves again. 
Among theſe wee 1 Monks, that h «5 XT 
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feſſedly wear the Maſk, the Capucbins uſe 
it ſo advantageouſly, that, by the ſpecious 
Diſguiſe of this. hypocritical Veil, theſe * | 

tyrs cover infamous Paſſions, and des 
upon the undiſcerning Part of Mankind by 
exalted ideas of Moderation, which is the 
Object of their Contempt. This counter- 
feit Moderation is ſo uſeful to them, that 
by it they have found Admittance to num- 
berlef Perſons of both Sexes, whoſe Con- 
ſciences they manage as they pleaſe ; and 
by this Means, thoſe Dupes receive with 
ſuch Submiſſion from theſe dextrous Sa- 
vages, Rules for regulating their Conduct 
in Life, that they really believe a virtuous 
Action muſt degenerate into one very cri- 
minal, unleſs they held from them the 
Manner of putting it in Executions If 
chere is no Difficulty in deſcribing the Ap» 
1 paratus of this Maſquerade, which is no- 
ching eiſe but coarſe Cloth, of a darkiſh 
Colour, Sandals, a pale Viſage, and of aleaden 
Hue, 7 venerable Beard, and a grave Com- 
polure'; it is not ſo eaſy to form an Idea 
of its ſecret Virtues: For not to ſpeak of 
the Impreſſions it gives of an auſtete and 
penitential Life, Which has a powerful 
Aſcendant over Minds, it en ee the 
Confidence of committing with Impunity 
M Crimes, and even #2 cutting Purſes 
W the Approba jon-of-thoſe, who have 
Tg B13 e been 
Abe 5 


FO'Y 


LJ 

been thus plundered. The Apes of the 
poor St. Francis receive this Liberty with 
the Capuchinal Equipage. They excel in 
the Art of employing it ſucceſsfully; an 
Art, of which none as yet have bethought 
themſelves to give the Public a proper In- 
a ax r nnn 


As J hea fufficient Inlights to diſcover 
the ſcandalous: Life of theſe Hypocrites, 
Iwill endeavour to unmaſk their Impoſture, 
in order to undeceive thoſe who are blind 
enough to be led aſide by Appearances, 
and who, by the Benefits they heap upon 
them, ſerve to confirm them in their wicked 
Diſpoſitions. I lived long enough among 
them, to ſpeak knowingly of the cincpal 
Subtilties of theſe Cheats, and I would 


finiſh in their Society the Remainder of a 
melancholy Life, had they not ſtripped 
me; on my embracing their Inſtitute, of 
the little Fortune that eſcaped my Debau- 


Y cheries, to be laid out in the adorning of 


one of their Churches, tho as well vers d 
in the Intrigues of the Wallet, and Confi- 


of 8 and Tranquilit). 
e 4 g 
weets and tranquility, | 
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not have ſeen myſelf 3 obliged to 
the F 


dent of the firſt of the Order, 1 might. 
have lived in their Convents in an Affluence 


161 


11 would have been — * more to 8 
ee age of our venerable. 8 
had. they fu ered me to ſpend my Life e- 

_ cording.to the Dictates of Simplicity; wih 
out creating. me A Alms-gatberer to their 
greateſt nvent in France. Tis true, 1 
was well cut out for this Trade. I was 


geſtin d to, the ui of this important 
Miniſtry, in which,-under the Direction.of 
Cech Felix, whom I may call the maſk/d - 
FARE 9. % t . ater of Cheats, I learn d 
N 


trigu chinagiſm. + _ 
& mr 20 Se — of this. $096 Holi 
N. whom 1 1 in the Office 

+: A Grand Foſter- 

A e t ov aa 
L Fc 23 2 ©9711 Jo. ; 220 Ade 


1 did any 2 by the Order 

Gran nan. He read me Lectutes 

ypon. every. Thing I 125-20 tranfd K 

alle; at: Al the Hlayies: (has veer _ — 

Th RN ing a huge Bottle 

| Walled ty war and a; Wallet be- 
Tay ly all Pero eager to load me, end ever 

¹⁰ 9 75 I vnns obliged. ta Wits: 

burden el If. of Bread, Meat and Wins 

af. the. 19800 Abodes of dettaln female De- 


votees, 9 which. we had a goed Number 
in every Quarter of the Town. Brother 


2 Felix troubled himſelf only twice in the 


Year, 


[7] 

Year, to vilit thoſe on whom we depended 
for our Subfiftance. It was then chat he 
compoſed the Air of his Countenance, that 
he affected to * mournful and des 
jetted, and that he put on the Maſk:of 
— He ſcaroe had exchanged three 
Words with any of our Benefactors, when 
he began to deſcribe the Extremity out 
Community was reduced to, and this in 
ſo affecting a Manner, which he accom- 

mied with Tears, that there were ver 
| 6 who were not ſenſibly moved, and co 
ſented to have their Names inſerted in the 
Catalogue for that Year, that they might be 
Partakers of the continual Prayers, which 
7 q be aſſured them were | afford. both -Day 
aud Night for their temporal and fpiritual 
Ss Welk: fot 715: blu 28 upd 


x $43 eV 


He was acquainted with all the Com- 

miffarics of Paris, and had the Secret to 

3 bring them all over to his Intereſt, that the 

3 Contiſcation' of Bread, and other Things, 

jo frequent in that City, might devolve to * 
us's for which Putpoſe, he ſeldom _ 5 


to 2 that very often, for want o 
Victuals, we were neceſſitated, on entering - 
our Refectory, or Hall, to ſay Grace before 
| an after liten dem begehen. 
f einn es eren een 
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1 was my Duty, when his Viſit was 
ever, to trace the Footſteps of this devout 
Brother, with a Copy of his Catalogue, and 
to ranſack all Parts for Belly- timber. We 
amaſſed three times cell as we had an 
Oecaſion for, tho in Paris alone, our 
Number amounted to upwards of three 
hundred lazy Drones, in four Convents of 
the ſame Order; ſo that three Servants 

and two Mules could ſcare ſuffice to tranſ- 
5 Te Le I had ee three times in the 
| * Na DIVORTL Fiat zei * 03 

50% On Dave $: the Market was not Held; 1 
made a Proviſion. of Kitchen Utenfils, ſuch 
as. Kettles, Pots, Cauldrons, &c. . 1 even 
2 in as much Bacon and Spice in two ! 
Days, as would ſerve che Year round. 3 


This Day, I was in 51. of Leather for 
Sandals, Thread, Linnen- cloth for Towels, 
Napkins, Handkerchiefs and Drawers zand 
the next Day, for Wool, Candles, Oil, 
Vinegar, N ab, Cord, Gardening-tools; in 
fine, for every Article that cond + in pw. 
| Reſpoſ be Jeomed neceſſary. q 


* 
4 . 
y $4.9; ted 1821 99711 8 8 


Burr y Thing had its own Re gebe! 1 
bad little ſeparate Chambers, which were 
as ſo many Warchouſes, — might well 
* | — 


» 


191 
diſpute it with the beſt furniſhed Shops in 
Town. Y Fat bir y 4s S 3+ W. 


I could alledge many other Particulars, 
as Proofs of the ingenious Poverty introduc- 
tive of ſuch great Opulence among the Ca- 
puchins; but as what I have declared is, 
it ſeems, ſufficient for forming adequate 
Notions of their Hypocriſy, I will wave this 
Diſcourſe, to enter upon another, which 


Neighbour's Goods, as the Loſs of his Soul 
and Honour. al 


in Quality of Alms-gatherer, I made my 
humble Supplications to the Father Pro- 
X vincial, that he would be pleaſed to diſ- 


o 1 charge me, as well upon Account of the 
d Patigues I underwent, loving a little my 
l, KRepoſe, as through the Conſciouſneſs of 
n 1 the Ruin of my Soul, by practiſing an Ex- 
y ee rciſe ſo contrary to Virtue, and to which 
A 4 one cannot juſtly give any other Name, 
\ 3 but that of — i CY 382 
1 43 | £54 nin 4 699 44 2 CINE 
e This Reverend Father granted my Re. 
1 WM queſt, and appeared to me well ſatisfied 
e with the exact Account I laid before him 


of whatever I had tranſacted. He made 
me bis extraordinary Companion, and pro- 


regards, not ſo much the Privation of our 


HFlaving ſpent four Years in the Convent 


miſed, 


[ 16] 
thifed, I ſhould do nothing for he fiitite, 


but what my own Will ſuggeſted. —4 
cepted with Pleaſure this new De 
without foreſecing the Fatal Conde ces 
that were to befal me: The Father Pro 
vincial did not in the leaſt ſurtnize, that by 
being his Companion, I fhould diſcover 
with as much Eaſe the licentious and de- 


bauched Life they lead, as ide ſeretal 
Es their full Foverty-" = 


A My Eyes tive! been iche er their 


* e. Actions; I could never have 
thought that Capuchins had lived ſo aban- 


doned a Life; and I could not perſuade my- 
elf that Poiſons; whom I formerly” fe- 


Med as Angels in human een en 
Traiters to their Friends; Wh mongers, 
Adulterers ; in ſhort, were te moſt per. 


nieious Inſtruments che Devil uſes to be 5 


Souls on the s 'of OE 


nation, © | Ys oy 
Han 6 101 

2:Theie: aas ans ver On 2 5 
fixt Quantity; and though che leaſt of 


ſualities be a great Crime in them, ey 
on 


confitis not their” Defices"ts the Poſſe 
of one Odeer alone. The Daughter "of 
a devot Woman,” the Wife of 4 Friend) Aft 
Intrigue at the Grate of A Nunnery, ved 
2 — of Nuns; are not ca 
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| Pry 1}. 
ble to ſet "Bounds to "their Whoredoms, 
Adulteries, and” Sacrileg es. All they lay 
theit Hands on, are 75 f many Objects of 
their Luſt, and this hankering Defire after 
Concupiſtence plainly ſhews that they have 
the Inclinations of Catyrs and DH as 
well 48 che Beard. W 


eee be difficult,” 650 Abvsint f 
the Care they take to conceal their F aults, 
to give an ample Deſcription of their Man- 
ner of proceeding, I ſhall notwithſtanding 
endeavour to paint it in faithful Colours, 
according to- the Extent of my feeble Ge- 
nius, the ſeveral Lights my Tmagina- 
tion can ſpread about the Matter. I will 
335 ſpeak of the Means and Artifice 

employ to ſuborn the female Sex, 
18 whom they entertain a pretty cloſe 
Commerce, and We Stratagems of many 
of che Confraternity for decoying the 
Wives of their Friends, when theſe poor 
Creatures were not ſatisfied with their! uf 
* n Perforniances: FAYE Ig 


It will be „ * 1 a Aran 
tiye of the Curſe of keit Studies, and the 
ſecret Inſtructions given them by their 
Ancients, to guard againſt Surprize in their 
atmorous Intrigues ; 10 much the more, ag 
an belongs not to my Subjekt, the Effects, 

+ G I intend 


f 


Aj 


1 | . 12 | | | o 
- L intend to deſcrihe, leading naturally to 
the Knowledge of the Caulcs,; wheretor 
my Diſcourſe ſhall begin with the Time they 
the Pulpit. 


1 


925 Par . Wien der i preachs 
me Farun. When, they DAVE: ffn 
during a Lent, or an Advent, — i not 
to muſter up a pretty Acquaintance. They 
take upon - themſelves to become: Directors 
of Conkciences ; and from. airtpat Fathers, 


caſily transform themſelves intq.corparal, by 


touching the Inclinations, of their F MN 
tents,” whom, in the. Beginning they: con. Wſ 
tent themſelves in defiring.to xeſortto their 
| Confefhonaries ; but afterwards, having 
obtained a more particular Aſcehdant aver 
their Minds, they Pay thera, Viſits, becauſe 
upon the Footing bt Directors, they arg 
granted Leave to go out when they pleaſe, 
good-natured Brother, who has no Averſiqg 
Waiaſt Pleaſure, who will, be glad to ſharg 
in their Diverſions, and whom they thug 


influence to keep their Secrets. 


1 


0 


een een rip. od loo. N. 
: I . = 

n g0 A viſiting, they are ex- 

tremely care 


00 ul. that their Crown be neatly 
adjuſted, their Beard well.. combed... and 


4 and their Hands very clean, They 
W 


wail their Legs and Thighs , with .odort- 
bno3ni 1 8 _  . ferous 
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C135] 
ferous Herbs, put on clean-Drawers, ſhave 
off che Hair of theilt Legs, though our 


Conſtitutions prohibit the Uſe of a Razor; 


they have perfumed | Handkerchiefs, and 
they cry About with them Motto-ritigs 
and Seals, Pocket-books, Caſes of Inſtru- 


ments, Cizzars, and other Tries, to male 
— oP t to — yourig Ladies.” 2 


129 7 15 } ; 10 JJ 


If they go into a Houſe its Ag is 
4 handſonie Maid, Relation, or Daughter; 
if the Biget bf the Houſe be advanced in 
Years,? of" ſerupulous, = conduct Het 
near A Bed-fide, ifito 4a Cloſet, or Anti- 
chamber; to examine her Conſcience, whilft 
the Father's Companion e wien the 
Fair one #Trivlinations? 


*% 3 1 
* 1115135. 1 LN 11 £1 & 4 44 8 11 


Should this Director meet with' a ' pliaþle 


Objeyruhd: ſuſceptible" ef amorous Sen- 
timents, he Will tell her Stories that dur 


her Inclination. Is ſhe diſpoſed for a de- 
vout Life; he will make Her a kr 
Beads, Ag Dei's; und other fil 

kemens' f >Devotion Af her 


ves Gallantry, and curious Toys, he np 


her Motto- rings and Seals, Table-bodks, 


and foch lee; but if he perceives ſhe it 
enamouredr f ne Pleaſures he 1 4 
in queſt of he boldly-claps into her I and | 
the dam of her Wiſhes aB d \ FRI 


Vat] a al n. ig When 


ö 20H 2001 9} 


* n n . chance to 
light on a gay, free Humour, their Licen- 
tiouſneſs becomes unbounded, they are re- 
gardleſs of all Pecorum in Speech) z and 
as, through the Channel of Confeſſion, 
they —.— the Bottom of theſe Women's 


Hearts, they caſily inſinuate themſelves, 
1 obtain al _ defire: 2 


| "If; — happens to be; a Huſband — 
5 17 5 them, as being his DireQors, they 
aich their! Time of going to the 

ra 7 . is out of the Way, and 


5 ee E ncomiums on the laudable In- 


tentions the. Maſter, harbours; in Behalf of 
his Family, and his ardent Deſires for hav- 
ing it you rich in virtuous Sentiments. 


eb? 9 2 al 77 4595771 10 1 1701 21715 J blocot! 


= on the — they! find thad . I 


2 oma is diſſatisfied. with her Huſband, 
— Bl — m_ — bring him 


. 40 _ a — — — 
m; and ſhould. they, perceive. that this 
Family ſtands in need — their kind Of- 
| fes, they make themſelves more, familiar, 
riſe; and walk about the Chamber, take 
off. their Cloaks, ſit at the Fire, near which 
if there b be an Object that charma them, 


0 * | 4 *4 K V 9 | Wh. 
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[ 1 LY 1 [ 
and well-proportioned Leg, and ſometimes 


the Thigh, with a Deſign, no Doubt, to 
tempt Fleſb by Fleſ. Fon vort 


% 


« = * 
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4 2150 125 44634! 


1894 drs die DouL 
During theſe firſt Viſits they uſually take 
not too great a Latitude ITbey only pro- 
miſe that they will.; come and give an Ac 
count of What they have, or may effect on 


the Mind of the Father, or Huſband, Each 
conjures them to it, and it is with Regret 
1 | they are ſuffered to depart- 1 2 M1 ri + Het * 


— 


8 TY r 
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2 l 0 | b 3 818 * 11 
On meeting with ſome female Bigots 


| inclined to Vice, which they know: from | 


their; Confeſſions, they abuſe «their Weak 


ness, and make; their Declarations inſtru- 
mental to; procure; their Confidence: ſo that 


Confeſſionaries, eſtabliſhed ſolely for re- 


claiming Sinners from Vice, are hy them 
W converted into Schools of Impurity; and 


Places of Rendezvous for receiving amour- . 
ous. Aſſignations. From this Place Souls 
ought to depart pute, and cleanſed! from 
all. Filthigeſs ; but they unhappily depart 
replete ith Corruption, and they repair to 
private Houſes of Hebauchery where they 


are appointed to meet theſe Hypoerites, 


who, under the Pretext of Piety, havin 
a free Acceſs chere, af de void of all Sul 


picion, plunge themuelves into infamous 
{ * en 


* - N 0 
Er Crimes, 
4 0 . *. 7 1 . t-: 

p - * 1 ; £ * 7 - 


1 

Crimes, aun cannot be recited without 
Horrour. Qt 1 benoirogargedliow- 
. had. 4 agua | 1 foil "3 
The ey hold Aſſemblies, to e mutual 
Advice, with regard to the beſt Meaſures 
that can be concerted for contenting their 
Luxury, without ex oſing themſelves to 
the Danger of being diſocovered; and hay- 
ing no other Views but thoſe of their Lu- 
brleity, they introduce themſelves intov 
honoutable Houſes, from Whetice they ex= = 
tract the Means, which they put to a pro- 
phane Uſe, contrary to the Intention of 
thoſe thus groſily abuſed by theſe wicked 

Varlets/who are aſſiduous in = reſenting to = 
them chat they a&purely — tis Motive | 
of Charity; and who notwithſtandin _ 
bute, or Tauſe to be diſtributed; theſe very 
Alms among infamous Pimps and Ne 
reſſes whom they make uſe of as the prin- 

eipal Managers * their criminal - — 

onna OH 2H 2 10 260 

But what — thoſt-the Depravity of 
their Hearts, are the Days of ſolemn Feſti- 


vals wherein an Abundance! of devout 


Women preſent themſelves at theit Feet; 
to bonfeſs their Faults, and bring along 
wich them theif Daughters Nicces, or Re- 
lations Then it is that the Sentence of 
their In 2 is paſſed on theſe” inn8cent 
Souls, 8 -examihe With? a parti; | 


: 881110 \ "cular 


/ 


| EAI 

YZ cular Care. If they diſcover them ſuſpep- 

S tible, or addicted to carnal Temptations, 

they bid them endeayour to ſuppreſs theſe 
eV 444 44244 ie. „ ; en“ | 

criminal Thoughts, till ſuch Time as they 

can, conveniently ſee them in their Houſes, 


becauſe the Number of Perſons whereby 


% 


1 


they are then haraſſed and over-burdened, 


permits them not at that Juncture to pre- 

ſcribe ſalutary Remedies, but that they are 
| confident, when they viſit them, they Hall 
e in a Condition to impart unto them all 


TR. 07 


' . ky £ * 


my) 


that 


Y ms lane, to. divert, the ill, Thonghts 


3 mr 


6 


$+ 16 J. 
that atiſe in in her MI nd; ; they take het aides 2 
tell her that. ſhe aſt not be ſhameful be- F 
fore them, that they know how natural it 
is for Wo omen to experience like'Setifations; 
but that they have certain abd eaſy Reme⸗ 
dies for their Cure. It is then that 2 
ſeal upon the Secrets of their Hearts, an 
by making an artful Uſe of the Informa- 
"IS 121 they Extorted, obtain eaſily What they 
ih for, becauſe they y keep: "their Minds in 
Dalliatice with theſe 4 "houghts, than which WM 
nothing eng ſuch” exquiſite Delight to 
Youth; and on the other Hand, Fear, the 
natufar 1 of the Declaration of 
their Weakneſs, compels them to an un- 
reſerved Compliance, eſt a Diſcovery ſhould | 
unveil their Shame. Thus it is that thoſe i 
oor Creatures fall a Prey to theſe” Wolves, 
his Rave” fo much thirſted after enn 
Tlondur, and who rehearſe e 6 among 
themſelves their good Hap, that Spd $ 
—_ "for cu other "the "Plethur 


| hang. O7 TORY 
* 1 ie my 1391 1 2 111 11 io i 


Avery gibi FR: e related to 
me an Adventure, Which Me” to the 
Father he accompanied, and tlie Strata 
gem he uſed for obtainyn his Defires with 
a Lad 2 1 a” confideta r He 

brought m e faid Be, to à Houle Where he 
promiſed Ki Wile to oblige: the Hufband 


E. 45 $$; to 


ſolve upon putting it in Execution. 


119 
to abide by his Directions. He took her 
into a Place where he could not be ſeen by 
any of the Domeſtics, and putting on the 
Cloke of Hypocriſy, he pretended he had 


ſeen her Huſband, tho' in Reality he had 


not ſpoke to him, and ſaid to her, I am 
aſtoniſhed that ſo devout a Man as your 


# Huſband could have entertained Sentiments 


ſo prejudicial to his Family ; but if you are 
willing to promiſe me by Oath to reveal 
nothing of what I may inform you, I will 
Ry ofe to you certain Methods for eſta- 
liking your Repoſe. She ſwore to what- 
ever he was pleated to dictate ; for an irri- 
tated Woman will give into any Engage- 
ment, more eſpecially on ſeeing others 
ready to eſpouſe her Quarrel. 1 


o 


I counſel you, Madam, faid he, to re- 
nounce all Regard for him, to withdraw 
your Tenderneſs, and to treat him with all 
poſſible Rigour. He is a Man, who, 'uti- 
der an hypocritical Veil, ſeeks nothing {6 
much as your Deſtruction; his Conſcience 
even 1s ulcered to the Degree of having ac- 
cuſed himſelf in Confeſſion of a Deſign to- 
poiſon you. I had all the Trouble imagi- 
nable to make him relinquiſh this perni- 
cious Deſign ; and you ſhould be upon your 
Guard, fl one Day or other he might re- 


D This 


Cr26;); 

This Woman, otherwiſe animated againſt 
her Huſband, ſpurted Fire and Flames, 
vented a thouſand Invectives againſt, him, 
and proteſted ſhe would ſcruple nothing to 

be revenged of him. I ſhould be to blame, 
ſaid he, if I undertook to mitigate your | 
Reſentment; I find ĩt ſq juſt, that I would 
willingly myſelf lend a helping Hand to 1 

: 


compleat your Reyenge : For, continued 
he, can there be a more cruel Uſage than 
his to you, who art a beautiful Woman, of 
a neat and elegant Frame of Body, and en- 
dowed with the rareſt Qualities deſirable in 
the Sex? Hoy many Women are there 
whoſe Virtue could not withſtand ſo rude 
Trial, and who would not be blameable 
to ſeek in a ſweet Vengeance the Puniſh» 
ment of his Faults? Yes, Madam, I know WW 
ſeveral, who far from being ſo reſerved, il 
would treat him as their Reſentment ſug» 
_ geſted, and when even they ſhould come i 
- - . me to make their Declaration, I would 
be more ready to ſerve them in, than dif- 
mme them from it. This Woman ſeein 
herſelf ſeconded in this Manner, aſſerted 
Fer former Virtue and Fidelity, ſaid: that 
ſhe had always behaved herſelf with all the 


— 
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Cale and Modeſty poſtble; but that for 
e Time to come ſhe would ſet aſide all 
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now upon the Terms of acting as (he; 
pleaſed, and that only an Opportunity was 
wanting to her Deſign ; that it was a Year 
and - upwards ſince he had meddled with 
her, but that ſhe would enjoy with another 
the Sweets ſhe could not taſte of with him. 
The Cheat was careful not to let ſo favour- 
able an Occaſion eſcape him; he gently in 
the Beginning aſſuaged her Rage with per- 
nicious Examples, which he rendered ap- 
poſite to his Subject, and thus in the Sequel 
ſmoothed for himſelf the Road in which 
he would fain conduct her. 5 


= By adding Fuel to Fire; he o animated 
her, that ſeeing her touch upon the Point 
= deſired, he declared that for a conſiderable 
Time he had adored her in all the ſeeret 
Powers of his Soul, without having till 
that Day dared to avow unto her his Paſ- 
fion ; and that it ſeemed that Heaven was 
favourable to his Love, by blefling them 
with that happy Moment: He conjured her 
not to delay his Happineſs, that his Cha- 
racter was a certain Mark of his Diſcretion, 
and that ſhe ſhould receive from him Proofs 
of ſo paſſionate a Tenderneſs, that he was 
confident ſhe would have good Reaſon to 
be ſatisfied. . At the Cloſe of theſe Words; 
Pronounced with an extreme Ardour, he 
was eager to proceed to Execution, and 
05 . D 2 em- 


i. Fa 
embraced the Lady, who recovering a lit- 
tle her Spirits, faid, that ſhe did not think 
that a Monk had Deſires ſo contrary to 
what he taught. Ah! Madam, anſwered: 


he, how flenderly you are acquainted with 


the Force of Love | Think you that is in 
the Power of a Man to reſiſt it! No, Ma- 
dam, continued he, charging her Home, 
you muſt not regard the Friar in me, but a: 
faithful and ſincere Lover, who. makes his 
only Good conſiſt in your Poſſeſſion. Theſe 
tender Words ſurprized her; ſhe beheld in 
the Friar's Eyes Teſtimonies of an extraor- 
dinary Ardour, and the Deſire of Revenge 
joined to the Sweets ſhe hoped to reliſh in 


his Embraces, made her comply with the 


Will of her Huſband's Director, who per- 
ſevered for a long Time in this Courſe of 
Life, and always fomented Diſorder in this 
Family, to glut by a moſt crying Adultery 
his Impurities. | Otis nr 


One ya be a competent Judge by this 
Example how theſe Libertines in Maſque- 
rade conduct themſelves; they aim at no- 
thing ſo much as the Deſtruction of Fami- 
lies, to convert to their Advantage the Di- 
varees and Ruptures they occaſion in them, 
by the corrupting of Women. However 
they are not always ſucceſsful. Some- 
times they bring themſelves into great 
— £ : 2 * x Scrapes, 
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Scrapes, of which the followng Relation 
would have been an undoubted Teſtimony, 
had not the Prudence of a Commiſſary hin- 
dered the Ignominy from ſpreading upon, 
and diſgracing the whole Order. 


A Preacher, whoſe Companion chanced 
to be in the Country, aſked me to keep 
him Company for one Day only. I was 
granted him, and we left the Convent in 
the Morning, after having breaktaſted. He 
paid ſome Viſits to different Friends, and 
the laſt was at the Houſe of a confiderable 
Citizen, where we found his Wife in a 
Negligee-drefs, but ſo neat and pretty, that 
ſhe could beget a Warmth in the moſt in« 
ſenſible. Upon our Arrival ſhe affected 
to be ſomewhat reſerved, not knowing my 
Face: But the Father having told her i was 

his Friend, ſhe: reſumed her uſual De- 
meanour, which was the moſt graceful; 
ſprightly, and gay, that one could wiſh 
& She told him that ſhe was under ſome 


Apprehenfion of his not coming that Day, 


becauſe her Huſband was to return in the 


Exeniog, and that ſhe had expected him 


| 3 | had ſome Difficulty in reſolving to come; 


with Impatience. The Father replied, that 
in Reality he had like to have fallen ſhort of 
his Promiſe ; and that had not he found as 
faithful a Friend as I was, he might have 


which 


ö 
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which made me judge that there was ſome 


Intrigue at the Bottom. 


Aſter a ſhort: Converſation, Dinner 


was ſerved :. We were four at Table; for 
Madam's Chamber-maid was pleaſed to be 
ſeated, and being of her Miſtreſss Humour 
and Diſpoſition, I conjectured that proba» 
bly ſhe might fall to my Lot. 


Me dined handſomely : There was ex- 
cellent Wine in great Abundance, and good 
Cheer was not ſpared. When our Treat 

was at an End, I was ſurprized to ſee my 


and take the Lady in ſuch Manner, as ſuf - 
ficiently convinced me, there was a great 
Familiarity between them. He tranſported 


her into a Cloſet at a ſmall Diſtance, where 
there was a Bed of Repoſe very neat, and 
very fit for the Purpoſe, and left me —_ 


by the Fire with the Maid; who appeare 


to me younger and more beautiful than the 
| Miſtreſs. But I was ſo. ſeized with Fear; 


tho*: Nature follicited my Approaches to 
this amiable Girl, who waited to receive 
my Careſſes, that I remained in a Corner, 


without daring even to lift up my Eyes; 


and I verily believe I ſhould have remained 


in this ſtupid Situation, had not my pretty 
Miſs perceived my weak Side, and made 


Cl 
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1254 
the firſt Advances, by a Smile inexpreſſi- 
bly ſweet, which notwithſtanding would 
have proved ineffectual, had not the alſo, 
to- reſcue me from that filly Shame that 
kept me ſo backward, thrown her Arms 
about my Neck, and ſaid, in wantonly 
embracing me: What, Brother, ſhall we 
remain unactive, whilſt others enjoy the 
moſt raviſhing Sweets of Love? Theſe 
Words rouſed me from my lethargic Fit, 
I claſped her in my Arms, laid her on the 
Bed, and there, regardleſs of my Vows, I 
infringed the moſt ſacred Law of religious 


Perfection. 


Some natural Neceſſity having called me 
down Stairs, I heard a knocking at the 
Door, and not being willing to give my 
Fair-one the Trouble to come down, I ran 
to open it: Unhappily, it was the; Maſter 
of the Houſe, whom I did not know: He 


ſaluted me, ſaying, Good Day! Brother: 


Why have you troubled: yourtelf to open 
the Door for me? In ſpeaking theſe 
Words he went up to his Chamber, opened 
the Cloſet-door, where he found the Father 
and his Wife aſleep, who, reſted themſelves 
from the Fatigues they underwent in mu- 
tual Embraces, and lay in a Poſture that 
very well mapped what had been the Fore- 
runner of their Sleep. He ſhut the Door 

© a ae, 4 ſoftly, 
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ang too honeſt to be guilty of ſuch Actions. 
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ſoftly, for fear of awaking this loving 


Couple, and having walked twice about 
the Chamber, he aſked me, what Buſineſs 
T had there, and how long I had 'been in 
the Houſe ? I was thunderſtrück by the 
Alteration I remarked in his Face; and the 
Maid having anſwered that we were only 
Juſt come in; You ſhall not remain here 
Ra, ſaid he, and I will ſoon make you 
change your Lodging. He looked out of 
the Window, called to a Cobler, his Neigh- 
bour, and prayed him to go and fetch a 
Commiſſary, who lived hard-by. _ The 
Commiſſary being arrived, he threw him 


out the Key from the Window, remaining 


himſelf with us in the Chamber, to Hinder 
the Commiſſary from being prepoſſeſſed, or 


from awaking the ſleeping Pair. The 
 Commiſfary having entered the Chamber; 


Sir, ſaid he, I know that Spells and Charms 
are of no Efficacy againſt Juſtice} ' 'tis 
therefore J ſent for you, to apprehend 'a 
Sorcerer, who aſſumed my Reſemblance, 
under the Habit of a Capuchin, to enjoy 


my Wife; Lam too well perſuaded of her 


Virtue, to believe that ſhe could, without 
being deceived, do any Thing Cary to 
her Honour; and, on the other Side, I 
cannot believe that this is a real Capuchin, 
becauſt'they are a Set of People too good 


Let 


L 27 1 
Let us, if you pleaſe; ſtrive to clear up : 
this Myſtery:; 16 ſpeaking, he opened the 
Door, and made our Lovers ſhake off their 


drouzy Napp: 
| 5 TIS. 
7 134 


The Commiffary was ſtrangely ſarpriz'd, 
on finding that the Capuchin was his Ne- 


phew; and the Nephew was not leſs ſo, 


en ſeeing his Uncle; but what cbüld equal 
the Woman's Confuſion, when the ſaw Her 
Huſband, who had ſurprized' het in that 


— 
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1 Sins 
The Commiſſary, a Man of Wit, was 
on this Octaſſpn of vaſt Afſiflihice to us. 
What, faid he; Sir, addreffinghirifelF 68 
the Huſband, is it thus 'Folks make 4 
Mockery of | Juſtice? Vou deſerbe mat 1 


ſhould make you feel the Effects of 


my Reſentment, for obliging me td 
— to your Houſe, n IN. boy of 

making me the Object of your Rai 
If ſome Conſiderations did not with-hole 
me, I certainly would make you ſuffer; 


and you Fathers, ſaid he, turning to us, 1 


am aſtoniſſied that you · could have cons 
ſented to follow-the Counſels of this dif- 
ereet Maſter of the Houſe to engage in an 
Enterprize of this Nature ; you deſerve that 


I ſhould take this Feint for'a Reality: Hut 
the Veneration I have for thoſe of yout 


E Order, 


28 

Order, makes me poſtpone the Regard 1 
ſhould have for my Honour and Intereſt, | 
otherwiſe I would commit you all three to 
the Chatelet, where you would be anſwer- 
able for the little Reſpe& you have ſnewn 
for a Perſon inveſted with a Charge of ſucßk 
Conſequence as mine. The Capuchin i 

knowing the ingenious Cunning of his 
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Uncle, made a Shew. of aſking his Par- 
don, that he did not think he would have 
taken the Thing in that Senſe, and that he 


imagined he would be the firſt to laugh at 1 | 
the Adventure. - = 


„* he Huſband ſwore and proteſted with 1 
execrable Oaths, that it was not Raillery, 
that he came from the Country, and that 
he found them in Bed together; but his 
Oaths and Proteſtations were to no Pur- 
poſe, the more he perſiſted in averring 
what he advanced, the more we, with the 
Commiſſary, were obſtinate in alledging 
he contrary; ſo that we got ſafe: out of the 

ouſe, the Commiſſary pretending to re- 
primand us for our Indiſcretion, and load- 
ing with R the Huſband, and de- 
firing him far the future to be more cir- 
cumſpect in his Conduct, and not think of 
making ſuch a Dupe of him another Time, 
upon Pain of rigorous Treatment. He leſt 
him with his Wife, who ey 1 
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after ſent to the Convent of Madelorinettes, or 
of the penitent Nuns : For our Part, we 


having rendered a thouſand Thanks to our 
Deliverer, and earneſtly prayed him to 
keep Secreſy. | 


% 


Since this Adventure, which, it ſeems, 


ought to have deterred me from Viſits of 
this Kind, I let no Opportunity flip me of 
embracing the ſame with Joy, ſo powerful 
are carnal Pleaſures over Youth. Certain 
it is, 1 was excited to this by the ſame 


Preacher, who' related to me all his In- 


„ 
w- 


= 


x 


trigues, and informed me of thoſe carried 


on by upwards of twenty of our Fathers, 
who admitted me as their Confident and 


Companion in ſeveral fortunate Ren- 


contres. 

By their Means I always found my 
amorous Enterprizes eaſy in the Execution, 
without ever being expos'd to other Danger, 
than on the Day I mentioned, and I never 
met with any Reſiſtance in the Houſes where 


loaccompanied them; which convinced me 


that all the bigotted Women and their Fa- 
milies paſſed through our Hands, and that 
our Fathers diſpoſed their Minds to conſent 


d all they wiſhed for, becauſe as often as 
had been with them, I found the Ad- 


E 2 vances 


— 


— 


L 300% 


vances made having only to take Ae 
aking; Which made me judge that 
they ſpoke for me; and indeed, I ſtood 
much in, geed;.of their Aſfiſtance, being 
geither a F rgacher, a Galant, nor bold. 


| 28292 
But if Cities are 8 to their In- 


trigues, the Country is not leſs fd, by tra- 
n of their eaſy Reception inta Houſes of 
Perſons of Quality, and thoſe of the moſt 
conſiderable Citizens, wha take Pleaſure: in 
entertaining them, little imagining that 
they n to —— 10 Lubri: 
city, hg aims at, under an ypocritical 
Appearance, the 1 of their 
Wealth; the corr ow they Gaul uu 
the Loſs of Weir on⁰i |. 
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My firſt Journey was about t ten 7 — * 3 
from Paris, in Company with our Pro» 
vincial and his Secretary. We lay on the 
N . 222 8 ere. * — 
very beauti ne, and à Young! Fo 
ſome: Siſter. We arrived — about Two 
& Clock;'and were at firſt regaled wih a 
Collation equivalent to a very good Dinner, WM 
As it was in the Month of June, and the 
Heat intenſe, we remained in the Chamber 
to keep ourſelves cool, till the Sun being 
almoſt ready to go down, our Fathers were 
PR with. the Fangy of going to fay their 
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W Breviary in a: tufted Grove at the Bottom 


of the Garden; and for this Purpoſe they 


© left the Ladies in the Chamber, who were 
= at Work in Tapeſtry, whilſt the Maſter of 
the Houſe retired to his Cloſet, to attend a 
few private Affairs, and write ſome Letters. 


* 


= Before 9 Fathers go out, the 
= thought of orde 

was ſick, and we were in Danger of having 
nothing but what the Spit could furniſh, 


ring Supper. The Coo 


had not the Provincial, who was not leſs 
dainty-mouthed than amorous, told Ma- 
dam, that I was well verſed in Affairs of 
Cookery ; upon which ſhe. immediately 


| requeſted, I would be pleaſed to make a 
Fidgeon-pye, and a Fricaſſy of Chickens. 
lIwilliingly embraced the Office, went down 
= tothe Kitchen, and: ſpread a Napkin be- 
W fore-me... 1 l 


myſelf. to the Garden to get ſome. 


"The 


21. 


The Garden was ſpacious, and the Num- 
ber of Wall- trees, that bore very beautiful 
Fruit, excited my Curioſity to advance far- 

ther and farther to ſurvey them, and ſee whe- 
ther I could find any to my Taſte. I pluck'd 
one, and ſeeing Cherries at a little Diſtance, 


* 


I made towerds them, and having eaten 


ſome, as I had Time enough to get ready 


Supper, I went to take a Walk under a 


Bower of Honey- ſuckle that exhaled a 
grateful Odour, at the Bottom of which 
was a very beautiful Summer-houſe, the 
Cieling whereof was embelliſhed with 
curious Paintings between Fillets of Gold. 


The Door was cloſe ſniut, but ſeeing -a il 


Window half open, I was deſirous to look 
in, which I did, and I ſaw our Provincial, 
who held in his Arms the Lady of the 
Houſe, whoſe Petticoat was tucked up ſo 
as to afford me the delightful Proſpect of 
| a Scarlet Stockin g,neatly drawn on, a Gatter 


accurately tied, and a Bit of plump Fleſh-as 
white as Alabaſter. I retreated with Precipi- 


tation, not only through the Dread of bein 


perceived, and having ſpoiled Sport, but 18 g 
apprehending that my Curioſity 8 
e. gh - 


bring upon me ſome” Fuſtigation, 


. ſought to keep myſelf "concealed in ſome 


Part · of the Grove, to wait the Iſſue of 
this Story, and. the Provincial's coming 
91K 5 forth 


— 


” 


j 6336]. - 
forth. But another Adventure happened 
to me; for paſſing into a great Thicket, I 


" If obſerved the Father Secretary riſe briſkly, 
"= and advancing towards me all in a Sweat, 


he faid in embracing me: Hah ! Brother 
1” Leonorus, how tranſported I am to ſee you 
a here, come, partake of our Joys, and ſhare 
in our Delights. At the fame Time he 
ten i took me by the Hand, and led me to the 
dy Place where the Genfleman's Siſter was 

fitting, to whom he ſaid, Miſs, 1amvexed 


4 2 to the Heart, that the too great Ardour of 
ich my Paſſion oppoſed your and my Deſires; 
the vou aſſuredly have Reaſon to be diſſatisfied 
vith = with me, but if I have failed to compleat 
old. our Wiſhes, I believe you will meet in 
4 Brother Leonorus wherewithal to content 


hem. Retire, ſaid ſhe, as in a Paſſion, I 
Should not have a Deſire ſtirred up in me 
ichout ſeeing its Accompliſhment ; in the 
WBrother I hope to find Matter for a proper 
atisfaction; and your Preſence ſerves only 
s retard the Pleaſures J expect to taſte 


He retired, and theſe Words having 

given me broad Hints of the Combat I 
Vas to engage in, my Arms were ſoon 
eady for the Charge, I mounted to the 
WAſlault, and behaved fo gallantly, that the 


young 
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[34] | 
young Lady confeſſed, ſhe was exceeding 
glad of the Adventure, that had made me 


10 opportunely take the Place of the Father 
| Secretary. During theſe Tranſactions the 


Provincial came upon us: He was ſur- 

rized to ſee me in a laſcivious Poſture, and 
Fo nah well have fallen into a fainting 
Fit, very different from that which ſeized 8 
him undoubtedly in the Summer-houſe 3 
he knew not how+he ſhould conſtrue the 


che Maſter of the Houſe believe, he found f 


himſelf indiſpoſed by ſome Fruit he had eaten. 
I haſtened to get ready Supper, which all 
allowed , was very ' nicely dreſſed; after 
which, we went to reſt; ourſelves on good 
Beds till the next Morning. Having break - 


* 


faſted, We took Leave of our Hoſt and 
Hoſteſſes, who prayed us not to fail to paſs 


\ | by p | 
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by the Houſe in returning, which we pro- 


miſed them to do. Afterwards we made 
the beſt of our Way to a Convent of Nuns 


of the Inſtitute of Fontevraux, where my 


= Conductors were going to NN a Nine- 


days Devotion, during which I was an 
Eye-witneſs of Things worthy of being 
recorded. | 5 $i 


It ĩs neceſſary to know that during the De- 
votions of theſe nine Days, they expreſſſy 
forbid their ſpiritual Siſters to converſe with 
any but themſelves, that during theſe nine 


= Days, their Attachment may be intire to what 
= they ordain, and their Attention conſtant to 
cheir Diſcourſes at the Grate, from whence 
MS they retire only at Meal-time, after which 


they return, -and continue. till Midnight, 


WF which is the Hour of Mattins. 


We arrived in good Time at this Mo- 


1 naſtery, which was not far off the Caſtle 
Where we had been fo well entertained. As 


ſoon as theſe Ladies were informed of the 


Arrival of their Directors, they all repaired 


to the Parlour with ſuch a Shew of Mode- 
ſty, that I-was at firſt aſtoniſhed, not being 
accuſtomed to ſee this Species of Animals. 


I In the Day-time they are uſually together, 
and confer with each | other on worldly 
Affairs, inquire! after their Parents and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Friends, and other ſuch Things; but af 
Night, which is the Time appointed for 
Silence, they retire into little dark Parlours, 
where the Grates are large, to enjoy their 
Directors, the one after the other. 


The Father Promiacl did not treat me 
like a Novice, but as a Friend. He gave 


me full Liberty to walk wherever I pleaſed, 


without being obliged to amuſe myſelf in 
ſaying; my Beads, according to the uſual 


Practice of the ſilly and ſtupid Companions | 


of our Order. I 9 minded nothing 
but recreating myſelf during the Time that 
theſe good Fathers founded the Inclina» 
tions, and ſoftened the Hearts of theſe 
young Ladies: I ſaw oye of them but 
at ———— becauſe did not wp 


bo Night, on Account of the private Co 


ations N every Byening at the Grate, 


I was: now two Days in this Condit; 


| without, any other Employment than that 
of walking about, when in the Morning 
of the Third, met a Brother from'[Par:s, 


h Walked alone, and ſeemett! plunged 
in profound Meditation. Being intimate 
dg kanconfded tim; Anf che 
Cauſe of his Melancholy; T am in Love, 
anſwered he, and I am concerting Mea- 
ſures Hor contenting this Love. If there 
baust 1 be 


= A = = 2 


* 


. 
any Thing, replied I, in which I can be 
ſerviceable to you, employ me, and I will 
do it with all my Heart. I ſuppoſe, ſaid 
he, you can be of no Manner of Service 
= to me in this Reſpect; however, as we 
often want Und ding in the 'Things 
chat concern us moſt, for which, thoſe not 
Wintereſted in our Affairs may eaſily find Ex- 


Mee dients, becauſe they are not tranſported 
> Moirith che Paſſion that blinds us, I will diſ- 
2 oſe to you the Reaſon of my Diſcontent. 
n bave been now eight Days in this Place 
iich a Preacher, who came on the ſame 
s rrand as the Father Provincial. We con- 
g {acted an Acquaintance with three very 
at dvely young Nuns, who deſired to devote 
2+ emſelves intirely to the Pleaſures of Love; 
ſe t the Means to procure Contentment 
ut ng difficult, becauſe altho' the Grates be 


, it is impoſſible to do there what one 
hes, they therefore bethought them- 
75 es of an Expedient, tho ſomewhat 
gerous, which notwithſtanding was at- 
Ned with Succeſs. One of theſe Nuns 
in Poſſeſſion of the Keys of the Fiſh- 
d belonging to the Convent; in this 
d there is a Grate for the flowing thro 
WP little Stream to ſupply it with Water, 
chis Grate. is opened or ſhut by a Lock 
ey; ſhe gave us the Key, and told 
e were to paſs that Way about TwWo 
A . o Clock 


by Day, in order to examine whether we 
could enter there without Danger. Theſe 


Shade. 


our three Darlings, who, in devout Plight, 


| ow ſomewhat comical aroſe among hind 3 


Friend had done, or that ſhe would defer 


Life I never found myſelf more vigoroi 


| [ 38]. 
o Clock in the Morning. Purſuant to this 
Advice, we went to reconnoitre the Place 


Precautions ſeemed neceſſary; we found 
the Water low, that there -was nothing to 
riſque, and that by tucking up our Gowns, 
and ſliding along the Wall, we might eafily 
paſs without being ſeen by any one, upon 

unt of a great Wood in the Inclofure 
the Convent, which afforded” a thick 


——_ -. - ** 1 s 
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We came to the Place of Rendezvous 
at the Hour appointed, and there e found 


waited Our Arriv al. 10 As they were re- 3 
ceſſity for much preſſin g. tho they fwore 
they had never known Man. But a Di 


9 
— 


KJ 
* 
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becauſe they were three, and we but tw 
There was one more moderate than thi 
other two, or rather apprehenſive that ti 
Diſpute would occaſion the Loſs of Tim 
ſaid that ſhe could willingly wait till b 


Thing till the following Day: But ſhe bi 
not therefore the worſt:on't, for in all i 


and after having made ſome Paſſes at 


a 
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firſt, I had Strength enough to afford unto 
her the Double of what I had given the 
\ Other. I forgot to tell you that the Preacher 
had firſt ſeized upon the handſomeſt and 
youngeſt, for whom I conceived an ardent 
Paſſion, and I Thall never be ſatisfied till I 
obtain from her the laſt Favour. This is 
the fole Cauſe of my Diſpleaſure, and I 
have imbibed fo ſtrong an Inclination for 
the Poſſeſſion of this beautiful Creature, 
that I am reſolved to break rather with the 


Preacher, than not to content my Heart's 
Defire. © F 


Me have now continued, added he, for 
four Days together this Sport, yet all this 
while I could not have it in my Power to 
claſp in my Arms her whom I adore; and 
as I am obliged to depart on the Morrow, 
I was ſcheming, when you met me, how 
to accompliſh my Deſign. 


I am glad, anſwered I, that you have 

had this Confidence in me, as I can deviſe 
an Expedient to make you obtain the Ob- 
jet of your Wiſhes, provided you are 
willing to admit me into the Company. 
As to what depends of me, with al my 
Heart, replied he, but I muſt ſpeak to the 

. _ - Father; yet how to open the Matter, and 
procure you Admittance, I am quite wo 
2 "75 | ols. 


nr 
Loſs. | On the contrary, ſaid I, you muſt 
be filent in the Affair, or elſe your Enter: 
prize will prove abortive ; ſhew me only 
the Place, and rely on me for the reſt: Ac- 
| cordingly he ſhewed me the Place, and 
how. I was to behave in pafling, without 
being ſeen, and where J ſhould find the 
pretty Nuns. The Matter being reſolved 
upon, I did not fail to be at the Place be- 
fore chem. The three Nuns were already 
there, and aſked where was the Father 
Preacher, taking me for the Brother. 1 
anſwered them, with a very low Voice, 
that he followed me, and at the ſame Time 
I took one, and briſkly ſet about my Work, 
that I might not be known before I gave 
the finiſhing Stroke. The Preacher and 
Brother came. afterwards. The Brother 
had paſſed the firſt, as I gave Directions, 
and laid hold of her he loved; ſo that the 
Preacher was obliged to take up with the 
third. 


We ſpent two Hours as agceeably as J 
could be, two of theſe young Nuns having 4 
been much better ſatisfied than before, each 
having her Paramour ; afterwards weretir'd, 
rallying. the Preacher, who had been fruſ- 
trated in his accuſtomed. Prey, and who 
had no better Reaſons to defend himſelf, 
jan by * us that he bad found TY 


lcdeas to the Imagination; 
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laſt as good as the firſt, Having emptied 
an excellent Bottle of Wine, we caſt our- 
ſelves each upon a Bed, and ſoundly flept 
till Ten of Clock. 


They went to take Leave of their ſpiri- 
tual Siſters of Pleaſure, and after having 
dined, they told me they would be glad'to 
pay their laſt Reſpects to the Father Pro- 
vincial, becauſe they deſigned to ſet out in 
an Hour's Time, that they might reach 
Paris the next Morning. 1 left them, to 
ſee the Father Provincial at the Grate, 

where he had dined that Day, defiring 
= them to wait a little, and that I woul 
bon bring them Word whether he was 
diſqpoſed to receive their Farewell, and give 
them his Benediction. 


I went up Stairs to the Parlour of the 
Prioreſs, where he uſually converſed with 
cone or other of the Nuns. . I opened the 
Door without knocking, tho' the contrary 
is punctually obſerved by Monks and Nuns: 
But I had fo raiſed the Latch, that I did 
not well know what I was about. I be- 
held, on opening the Door, thall I dare 
WH {ay ! our Reverend Father Provincial making 
Preparatives for conveying very luſcious 
> lay extended 
on his Back, upon the Shelf that was placed 
0 | 


[42] | 
before the Grate; his Eyes full fraught with 
the Glances of amorous Paſſion, were ea- 
gerly fixt on one of the beautiful Nuns on 
the other Side, who diſplayed Charms not 
to be told, and whoſe Hand, to avoid 
Idleneſs, went through the ceremonious 
Part of a certain Office, This Spectacle 
ſurprized me ſo much, that I drew the 
Door after me with more Precipitation 
than I opened it, and ran in queſt of the 
Secretary, without knowing why, or where- 
fore; my Head was ſo diſtempered with 
Wine, and what I had ſeen, that I ruſhed 
ſuddenly into the Parlour where he was, 
and broke the Bolts which he had the Pru- 
dence. to. keep the Door ſecured by, for 


fear of a Surprize. But if my Aſtoniſh- | 


ment had been great on Sight of the Con- 
dition of the Father Provincial, that in 
which I found the Secretary was much 
worſe; He was ſtretched on two Chairs, 
his Viſage pale, his Cord looſe about him, 
his Sandals at a Diſtance, his Gown care- 
leſſly raiſed, and a young Lady held him 


dy the Hand acroſs the Grate. I ran to 


ſuccour him, but the Poſture in which 1 
ſaw the Lady as I approached, convinced 
me that he was only dead to partake of the 
Effects of a more pleaſing Reſutrection. 
dhe aſſured me that his Debility would be 
attended with no fatal Conſequences. I 
leſt them together, to act as they thought 


proper 


43.J 
proper, and returning to thoſe WhO waited 
for me, told them, that the Father Pro- 
vincial wiſhed them a ſafe Return to the 


4 Convent, and that he recommended him- 
ſelf to their holy Prayers, not having 1 K in 


his Power to ſee tliem, upon Account of 


an important Affair he was engaged in. We 


drank the Stirrup- cup, 'T conducted them 
about half a Leagues Diſtance, and” re- 
turned; to ſee if I could finiſh my Nine- 
days Devotion as well as I began, idr 
troubling” my Head about the Achieve- 
ments of the Reverend Father Provincial, 
and the ata ae ey fy ano is 
. at F \ lie Don! 

I contracted a greater Wang with our 
check pretty Gardeners,- and every Night 1 


2 repaired to the Rendezvous of the Fiſſi- 


Naas where I taſted with theſe 8 


uns all the Delights of Love. reer 1 


This igrecable Nine-days Devotion bein #2 | 


concluded, we with Reluctance quite, 


and ſteered. our Courſe towards Paris.” On 
the Road we turned in to ſee our beautiful 
Hoſteſſes, who / entertained us 'adjnirably 
well, and it was there the Sweets of our 
Journey ended. 1 heartily” wiſhed that it 
had . — longer; for what can one 
deſire more than to have beautiful Women, 


| TY Cheer, and good Beds. 


G Being 


Wa CN 


Being arrived at Paris, I followed the 
Example le of my Provincial, and ſent to the 
Nuns certain Waters, to make ſubſide the 


hydropical Humours which Love might 


have engendred. I could have wiſhes that 
we had often returned to the ſame Place, 
or made elſewhere like Incurſions but that 
not d de ent twice in the Year, all 
I could do, was to inſinuate myſelf into the 
F riendſhip of ſome Preacher, whom L 
might ſer ve in Quality of Companion, when 
he ſhould' go to preach in ſame noted Con- 
vent. I was twice employed in this Office, 
but our Stay was ſo ſhort, that unleſs one 
has formed an Acquaintance, as the Gene- 
rality of, our Fathers do, I could come at 


no other. Pleaſure. than that ot 9 * i- 
ane and Drink. ba: 


1 co alledg e a x thouſand Exan Andes of 
their Lexchery, their Sacrileges, r. de- 
e in Cloiſters an Infinity of Virgins, 
and ng 2 ulteries they daily commit in 
private louſes, . was I not apprehenſive by 
this Narrative of all their Infamies, to 
ſcandalize the chaſte Ears of thoſe who may 
read this little Work; which I will ond 
with a little Hiſtory, that ſhall prove the 
licentious and * ched Life of wee Re- 
verend Fathers, — ſhall take off the — 
. * by the Help of which the 


1 abuſe 


\ 14 
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W abuſe the Simplicity and Sincerity of thoſe 
who entertain a favourable Opinion of 
N their apparent Devotion. 


WM One of che moſt Nuftrious of e Order 
1 by his Quality and Science, found Means 
vy his Intrigues to have himſelf elected 
Guardian of the Convent of Proviny, a 
City famed throughout Chriftendom for the 
Crimes committed by the Franeiſcant, with 
an Infinity of religious Women, whom 

A they there debauched. This Reverend 
Facher, who was Guardian in 1676, was 
me Origin, Chief, and Cauſe of the Deſo- 
lation, Deſtruction, and all the ill Conduct 
of theſe poor Nuns. This Capuchin is as 
lever a Man as one could with to fee; and 
7 may ſay that for a tall, well. proportion d 
"= — and Length of Beard, he is inferior 
o none of the Order. His Wit is fabtil 
nd perſuaſive, and if his Memory had not 
SWailed him, he would undoubtedl. have 
een one of the, beſt and moſt e Reemed | 
. Preachers of the Age. | 


As his Defire for the Office of Guardian 
vas only to follow with Impunity the Sug- 
Pelton“ of an unbridled Paſſion, without 
pprehending to be expoſed to the Cenfure 
* ny, he e himſelf entirely to 
P Ie e Power of his L N neglected nothing 
7 D 2 he 
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To compaſs his Deſigns he made uſe of a 

6 Brother for a Companion, who: had ſpent a 

| Part of his Life, in amorous Intrigues, Who 
almoſt, publickly profeſſed Proſtitution, and 
whoſe rare Talents in negociating Matters 
of this Kind, made him always ſought for 
by thoſe who were addicted to this Vice. 
This I mention with a Kind of Certainty, 
becauſe, he made no Myſtery of declaring 
himſelf, and it is to him that ij am beholden 


for this Relation 
17 j 
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2. Penne DIIf AHF DL IIID A EEO * 
2þ In Vintage-time having ſent to gath er 
 defirous to know the Amount of What he 
hoped. to have, that at the ſame: Time it 
might be depoſited in a Place of Safety, 
to dend for it according as he ſhould want. 
| Traverſing the Vineyards he ' ſaw'a young 
Country Girl, about eighteen Vears of 
ö Age, who cloathed tolerably well for one 
of her Condition, ſhewed forth a Beauty 
capable of effacing all the Charms of the 
Court. Our Guardian was ſmitten with 
her; this ravaging Wolf of the Pudicity 
of, Virgins formed an immediate Deſign ef 
ee to Poſſeſſion, and to pave the 
Way for his pernicious Intention, he en. 
210 ö > £) | quired Y 
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quired from whence ſhe was, and to whom 
he belonged. She ſhewed him the Houſe 
of her Father, where N Re 
; his Courſe. to ſee the good Man, whom he 
prayed, : with that hypocritical Air that ſe- 
duced every one, to be pleaſed to let him 
have for ſome Time a Place wherein to 
lay up the Wine of his gathering. The 


i thought it was by an Effect of the di- 
ing vine Benediction, that the good Friar ap- 
lei plied to him; he granted his Requeſt, 

* believing his Soul to be as ſimple as his 

10%. Cloathing, and that his ſole View aimed 

ather at the gaining of Heaven. He therefore 

e Was offered to him the Uſe of a Cellar, telling 

at he him that he might diſpoſe of his Houſe, 

me it and of all that belonged to him, praying 
afety, him afterwards to take a Glaſs of Wine, to 
want. WS refreſh himſelf, and to be pleaſed to accept 
oung of a ſmall Collation. The Father-Guardian 

S of complying, they ſat dowyn to Table, where 

r one the Guardian, to keep in the honeſt Man's 

eauty Þ Favour, talked to him of holy Things, and 

of 'the i in'a familiar Manner, becauſe it was ne- 
with ceſſary to ſuit his Diſcourſe to the Peaſant's 
dicity I Intellects, who verily believed that he en- 
ign of tertained in his Houſe an humanized Angel. 
re the Whilſt ſtill at Table, the Daughter en- 
he en- tered, and preſented him with a Cup of 


honeſt Countryman, whoſe Judgement 


was confined to the Appearance of Things, 


Wine 
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Wine by her Father's Orders. He was ſo 
tranſported by the Sight of her, that he 
ſcarce could refrain from declaring to her 
his Love, and it was not without great 
Violence to himſelf, that he did not give 
her a Specimen of it, and that he reſerved. 
himſelf for a more favourable Opportunity, 
which he hoped in Time to lay hold of, a8 
it afterwards ani happened. 13 


He departed, promiſing that he would 
2 viſit them, which he did almoſt every 
Day. He amuſed the Father and Mother 
with fine Words, ſhewed Endearments to 
the young Children, made Preſents to the 
Daughter, whoſe Friendſhip he gained, and 
ſo in nuated himſelf into the good Graces 
of the whole Family, that he made him- 
felt, as it were, Matter of the Houſe. | 
635 
1 "He paſſed ſo the Winter, yet his Affairs 
were not the more advanced: His Com- 
panion, as he himſelf told me, was not 
well ſatisfied with his Proceedings, upon 
Account of the great Expences he was at, 
but he dared not to expoſtulate the Matter 
with the' Guardian, who declared to him 
His Intention, as judging he ſhould want his | 


a ot 
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The Spring-time having turned. about, 


theſe good Folks uſually came on. Sundays 
and Feſtivals to viſit the Father-Guardian ; - 
He always received them with the greateſt 
3 Teſtimonies of Friendſhip, regaled them 
in an elegant Manner, and to take away 
all Scruple from the young Girl of coming 
another Time unaccompanied to the Con- 
vent, he once invited the whole Family to 


dine there and ſee the Houſe. 


Several times he behaved in the ſame 
Manner; but the Summer paſſed entirely 
without his finding a proper Opportunity 
for his Deſign. The Autumn, which is 
che Harveſt ſeaſon, was alſo that in which 
he gathered the Fruits of his amorous La- 
EE bours. For this Purpoſe, he prayed the 
irl to fetch him on a Day he had ap- 
pointed, ſome Fruit that he knew was at 
1 \ [ACT Home, of which he had none in the 
Convent, telling her, he would give her 
e choiceſt he had. She promiſed to do 
, and the Day being come, he diſperſed: 
ten of his Monks in the Villages all around, 
nd reſerved only in the Houſe one of his 
atimate Friends, and his Companion, the 
ccomplice of all his Wickedneſs. 


= The young Girl came about Four 


Clock, the Companion opened the Gate 
f 'Y | 'S : | ; for 


Th L $6] IS 
for her. and ſaid ſmiling ; Step in, Siſter, 
Step in; I'll go and acquaint the Reverend 
F at er-Guardian that you are here. | 


The Girl made no Difficulty of enter- 
ing; and the Brother pretended to go and 
ring the Bell for Complin, the better to 
leave no Room for Suſpicion, and to avoid 
Scandal; though there were none to ſing 
me Choir. - = * . ee 


The Guardian coming up to her, ſaluted 
her in a very loving Manner, ſaying, My 
pretty Creature, I have never a Baſket to 
put my Fruit in, take the Trouble of going 
along with me, I will give you others in 
the Place of yours. She followed him MM 
without Reſiſtance into his Chamber, where 
there was a nice Collation ready; and he 
had no great Difficulty in perſuading her to 
eat and drink. There was excellent Spaniſo 
Wine, of which ſhe drank copiouſly, and 
the two en were there, after they 
had ſet her ſomewhat a going by plying al 
her with Drink, retired Kan Yo che A 
. Guardian's Orders, who as ſoon as he ſaw Bl 
himſelf folus cum fold, ſet about executing 
what he had ſo long projected. He'threw Bl 
her by Way of Play on his Bed: At firſt 
ſhe' made a lite Reßltance, but as ſhe 
was witty, amorous, and had got a little Wl 
W 


IEC 
Wine in her Head, ſhe let the Guardian 
fulfil his Heart's: Deſire. He afterwards 
conjured her to continue with him that 
Mb anner of Life; and to come often to ſee 
him; which ſhe did for the two Years he 
remained in that Convent, during which 
he did not deny his — a Share in 
the Conqueſt, as he himſelf told me. 


Such are the crafty Wiles they have Re- 
XX courſe to, to content their laſcivious De- 
=& fires. The Cloak of Devotion ſerves to 
ed cover their Imperfections, their Words are 

Nedifying on certain Occaſions, and their 


Hd wo 


_ e 

= Actions give them the Lye. They appear 
ne s have pure Intentions, when their Hearts 
5 re the Common-ſewers of Impurity, and 


St is Hypocriſy alone that favours their 
= ices. There are none among them but 
he Ideots and Simple, who do not abandon 
Hemſelves to the Crimes the greater Part 
ommit, and who would be more proper 
make War after the Talian Manner, if 
ey could but make eaſy Conqueſts, than 
remain cloiſtered up in a State of Indo- 
ce; or if there be ſome Men of Under- 
Wtanding in this Inſtitute, - who are ſtrictly 
eligious, and not guilty of theſe general 
opravations, it is a Kind of Prodigy, of 
bhich rarely is ſeen an Example, becauſe 
ey follow almoſt ws without Exception, 
5 TS | „* „ - 
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the ſame Tracks, not contenting them- 
ſelves to deſtroy entirely by their vicious 
Practices Poverty and C aſtity, their two 
principal Vows, but alſo the laſt, which is 
that of Obedience. ie en 
Examples in this Reſpect, which are at 
ſo many Proafs to evince the Truth, are ſo 
frequent and ſo ſenſible, that they might 
well be Materials for à large Volume, 
which muſt neceſſarily tire out the Reader. 
Iwill touch here upon three or four, ſuffi. 
cient to eſtabliſh this Trum. 


Our Superiors, through a political Prin- 
ciple, . ſend oſten by Dozens our Preachers 
into the Villages, to inſtruct the Peaſants, 
who give us their Blood in the Vintage and 
Qil-times, or to gain the Affections of the 
Gentlemen: who are the Lords: of ihieſe 3 
Peaſants. '-: 'Fheſe- Sorts of Miſſions Teen Bl 
not to them glorious, nor capable of 
procuring thee zach Peel, hey: f 
obſtinately ſtand out againſt them; end Ml 
back from Caiphas to Pilate, or ſay che 
have: got 2 Pain in the stomach. But 
when: an Octave is to be prenched, or u 
Fanegyric of ſome great Saint to be pte · Wi 
nounced im a celebrated Convent ef Nuns, Wil 
not ane then is led by the Ear, all wipire 
0 go there, and the oldeſt; who-ar 
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wo Permiſſion to exerciſe theſe Functions, that 
is a poor Guardian is forced, contrary to his 

Inclinations, to yield to the Importunities 
of theſe vain Religious. | 


«fo If they are ſent to aſſiſt ſome fick Perſon, 
ght wich an expreſs Order to return Home, they 
me, always pretend that their Help could not 
der. be diſpenſed with; but this was for ſome 
fi. RS Objcct that flattered them more, than Cha- 


;- rity for the Salvation of a Soul ready to 
, quit this World, | | 
rin- BY | 

hers The Motive of going to ſuccour Perſons, 
ants, hat exiſt only in the Imagination of theſe 
and Friends of Voluptuouſneſs, draws ſome- 
F-the mes half of them out of the Cloiſter, 
theſe g the real Motive confiſts: in nothing ſo 


och as the Deſire to indulge their Spirit 
f Licentiouſneſs. I ſpeak as a — 
twenty of us being one Day gone out, 
Nader Colour of affiſting the Sick, fourteen 
ll in together at Supper in the Abbey of 
Wt. Denis in France, where the Hoſpitality 
„che Benedictine Monks always ſplendidly 


? 


pro- certains us. It was in this famous Mo- 
"is. cry, that converſing with him whoſe 
arc it is to receive Strangers, I learned to 
r Confuſion, that contrary to the Order 
en us to be, if poſſibly we can, at the 
8 H 2 Hours 
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Hours of the uſual Refection of the Monks: 


in order to be leſs. burdenſome to'thems: 


our Brethren, who are better treated and 


enjoy themſelves with more Liberty in the 
Chamber for Strangers, than in the Re- 
fectory, tarry deſignedly an Hour or two 
under à Tree near the Road, to let the Time 
of the Monk's Refection pals, and to wave 
Obedience to the Command that ſo for- 
mally enjoins us to ſtrive to join them in 
the ſame Refectory. This is what this. 
good Brother aſſured me he was a thou- 
ſand times Witneſs of. 


* ht 4s . 


.- Formerly the General-Superiours - had | 


prohibited, under Pain of formal Diſobe- 
dience, the Uſe of 'Coco-beads, or of per- 


fumed Wood, Cords of a ſine Texture 4 
knotted in a new Manner, Gold, or cu- 


rious. Medals, and a hundred other Trin- 


kets of Value, that had a manifeſt Ten- 
dency to alter the Vow of Poverty ; but 1 
perceiving that it was only labouring in 
vain, and that all indiſcriminately were 
induſtrious in the Acquiſition of - theſe rich 


Baubles, they gave themſelves no farther 


ITtouble about the Matter, chiefly for fear 
ol prejudicing [themſelves in the Minds off 
cheir Inferiors, becauſe their proud Hu- 

- mour could not conſent to diveſt them 


_ ſelves of the Love of theſe Things, which 
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9 Kind of Characteriſtic to diſtinguiſ th 
== from the Simple and the Dis © 


lt is certain that the Spirit of We 
is ſo much extin ed among ul _ 
= Guardian never hazards the commariamy 


_ Inclination is too well known to the Su- 
= pcriours, who notwithſtanding connive at 
it, yo Government being = for three 


y. glory in, and which, it ſeemgigis 4 


4 


5 4 


Convent. 
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of any Thing, without being very ſenũble 


tion of which Time, 
OY As others their 


* 


= Yeats, after the Expin 
= they are glad to, 


- » 
* 


4 It would be unneceſſary to add here, 
94 that among us each Perſon lives in Inde- 


One ſhould, for ſome Time have made 
Profeſſion of Capuchinagiſm, or ſhould-be 
very familiar with us, to be convinced by | 


= 


pendency, and according: to his Caprice. 


that his Commands will be received by 

him on whom they are impoſeu. 
The greater Part of the Ancients, who, 
= to rid themſelves. of the Yoke of Obedi- 
ence, go out as they liſt, to betake them- 
ſelves where Voluptuouſneſs calls them, 
= are never diſpoſed to follow any other 
Movement but of their Self-love. This 
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